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Four Layers of Moon and Handkerchief 
 

One Motzei Shabbos (Saturday night), the eve of the Fast of Esther, the night 

before Purim 5713 (1953). the Lubavitcher Rebbe had just finished praying 

Maariv in 770. He went out to the street with his chasidim to recite the 

Kiddush Levanah (“Sanctification of the New Moon”) prayer. However, the 

chances of being able to accomplish this appeared to be very slim, because the 

sky was covered with thick clouds, and the moon must be entirely visible for 

this prayer to be said. 

 

The Rebbe turned towards the assembled crowd and related a story from the 

time of the Tzemach Tzedek (the Rebbe’s ancestor and namesake).  

 

Once, in [the village of] Lubavitch [in White Russia], the last possible 

night for Kiddush Levanah arrived, (for after that it would be a full 

moon,) yet the moon was not visible. The worried chasidim wrote a note 

of request about this and submitted it to the Tzemach Tzedek. 

 

The Tzemach Tzedek came out to the courtyard with a handkerchief in 

his hand, and began to tell a story to the chasidim that gathered around:  

 

The chasidim of the great Tzadik Rabbi Meir of Premishlan once 

submitted a letter to their Rebbe when the moon was not visible for 

Kiddush Levanah. Reb Meir’el (as he was affectionately known) came 

out holding a handkerchief and said: 

  

When the Jewish people were in the desert after the Exodus from 

Egypt, surrounded by the Clouds of Glory, how could they see the 

moon through the clouds in order to perform Kidush Levanah? 

 

He explained: Moshe Rabeinu would go out, followed by the entire 

nation, wave his handkerchief back and forth, and the clouds 

would part….  

 

Reb Meir’el demonstrated with his handkerchief what Moshe Rabeinu 

would do, and to everyone's great astonishment, the clouds 

immediately parted and the whole moon became visible!  

 

The Tzemach Tzedek related this story to his Chassidim, and also 

demonstrated with his handkerchief how Reb Meir’el had done it. The 

miracle happened again, the clouds parted and the moon became visible! 
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When the Rebbe concluded the story, he turned to the chasidim around him 

and said: “If there are Jews here that can do similar things, perhaps we will be 

able to do Kiddush Levanah tonight.” 

 

One of the chasidim, Rabbi Y. G., couldn’t restrain himself and exclaimed: 

“The Rebbe!” 

 

The Rebbe responded to him with a smile, “My job is only to tell the story.”  

 

The Rebbe then said, “I’ll be back soon”, and he left to make Havdalah for his 

mother, Rebbetzin Chanah, who one street away. 

 

It turned out that unlike with Moshe Rabeinu, Reb Meir’el of Premishlan and 

the Tzemach Tzedek, this time there was no need to even wave the 

handkerchief. By the time the Rebbe returned a few minutes later, the skies 

were already clear, and the Rebbe and the chasidim revited Kiddush Levanah 

together. 

 

````````````` 

Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from ??? (don’t remember; does anyone 

recognize it?)  

 

Connection: Seasonal - Iyar 29 (this Friday), is the 170th yahrzeit of the Primishlaner 

Rebbe. 

 

Biographical notes (in order of appearance): 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson 11] נ''ד Nissan 5662 

- 3 Tammuz 5754 (April 1902 – June 1994 C.E.)], became the seventh Rebbe of the 

Chabad dynasty after his father-in-law’s passing on 10 Shvat 5710 (1950 C.E.). He is 

widely acknowledged as the greatest Jewish leader of the second half of the 20th 

century C.E. Although a dominant scholar in both the revealed and hidden aspects of 

Torah and fluent in many languages and scientific subjects, the Rebbe is best known 

for his extraordinary love and concern for every Jew on the planet. His emissaries 

around the globe dedicated to strengthening Judaism number in the thousands. 

Hundreds of volumes of his teachings have been printed, as well as dozens of English 

renditions. 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneersohn [of blessed memory: 29 Elul 5549 - 13 

Nissan 5626 (Sept. 1789 – April 1866)], the third Rebbe of Chabad, was known as the 

Tzemach Tzedek, after his books of Jewish Law responsa and Talmudic commentary 

called by that name. He was renowned not only as the Rebbe of tens of thousands, 

but also as a leading scholar in his generation in both the revealed and secret aspects 

of Torah. 

Rabbi Meir of Premishlan [of blessed memory: ? – 29 Iyar 5610 (? – May 1850 C.E.)], 

lived in abject but uncomplaining poverty, yet exerted himself tirelessly for the needy 

and the suffering. His ruach hakodesh (prophetic spirit) and his ready wit have 

become legendary. He wrote no works, but some of his teachings were collected and 

published by his chasidim after his death. 


