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$98,000 Cash 
 
When Rabbi Noach Muroff needed a desk, he looked to Craigslist for 

a good deal. He got way more than he bargained for. 

 

The desk, purchased for $150 dollars, turned out to be hiding 
$98,000 stuffed in a ShopRite plastic bag that had fallen behind the 

file cabinet. 

 
And Muroff gave it all back. 

 

Muroff bought the desk in September 2013, right before Rosh 
Hashanah. When it wouldn’t fit through the door, he and his wife had 

to disassemble it. That’s when they spotted a shopping bag full of a 

cash inheritance that the previous owner assumed had been lost 
somewhere in her home. 

 

The ninth grade teacher at the Yeshiva of New Haven (Connecticut) 
looked at his wife and, despite the fact that it was nearly midnight, 

dialed the original owner’s number. The money was returned the next 

day. According to Muroff, he didn’t sleep that night knowing that sum 

was in the house. 
 

“Our jaws kind of just hit the floor. We were in total shock and 

disbelief. This kind of thing only happens in the movies,” Muroff said, 
laughing when telling the story to Anne Cohen of The Jewish Forward 

newspaper. 

 
When Muroff’s story went viral on the Internet that November, Cohen 

immediately made a note of it for the Forward’s “Most Inspiring Rabbis 

in America” section. But when no one nominated him, she did so “on 
behalf of all those who expressed their awe and admiration for 

Muroff’s honesty.”  

 

In the months since Muroff’s story made the headlines, the rabbi has 
received emails and phone calls from strangers telling him how much 

his story meant to them. 

 
A father told him about his son who bought a camera on Amazon and 

received one worth three times what he had paid. He wrote the 

company a letter saying he was Jewish and was raised to be honest 
and would send back the camera. The son cited Muroff as his 

inspiration. 
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A man from Idaho wrote to him saying he had had this perception of 

Jews as greedy people and that Muroff’s integrity had made him 
reconsider. 

 

Without fail, Muroff is asked what went through his head when he 
decided to give up almost $100,000. According to him, it was a 

decision that took less than a minute to make. 

 

“Both my wife and I were raised as Orthodox Jews. We feel strongly 
that honesty is always the way to go,” he declared. “We’re commanded 

to do so in the Torah; and also to try to put oneself in the other 

person’s shoes: how would you feel if you were the one losing such an 
amount? I know that my father in a million years would never have 

touched the money.” 

 
Muroff received a gift of $3,500 from the original owner (plus the $150 

he paid for the desk). But the words that came with it sum up his real 

value: 
 

“Dear Noah, I cannot thank you enough for your honesty and 

integrity. I do not think there are too many people in this world that 

would have done what you did by calling me. I do like to believe that 
there are still good people left in this crazy world we live in. You 

certainly are one of them.” 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Lightly edited by Yerachmiel Tilles from a submission by Daniel Keren 
(Original article by Anne Cohen and the photo appeared in the March 13, 
2014 edition of “The Jewish Forward”). 
 
Connection: Weekly Reading of Mishpatim – finding and returning lost 
objects (Ex. 23:4. See also Deut. 22:3). 
 

 


